
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
 

CITY OF PORT NECHES 
 

4:00 P.M.                                                                                         November 20, 2014 
 
MEETING 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson at Port Neches City Hall, 
1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to wit: 
 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris McMahon, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember 
 
Also present: 
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary 
Lance Bradley, City Attorney 
 
Absent: 
Adam Anders, Councilmember 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mayor Pro Tem Arnold gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Gauthier to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 
held November 13, 2014, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.   
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 

There were no proclamations. 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 - RECESS THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS REGARDING REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND 
DEMOLITION, AS A RESULT OF VIOLATION OF CITY ORDINANCES, ON THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURES:  

 
Mayor Johnson recessed the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:08 p.m. p.m. to conduct a 
Public Hearing to receive comments regarding rehabilitation or condemnation and demolition, 
as a result of violation of City Ordinances, on the following structures: 1901/1909 Port Neches 
Avenue and 2026 14th Street. 
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1901/1909 PORT NECHES AVENUE 
 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Larry Reynolds, Assistant Public Works 
Director/Building Official, and supporting documentation regarding the condition of 1901/1909 
Port Neches Avenue.  Larry Reynolds was present at the City Council meeting. 

 
 Nick Dhanani, with 24 Seven Convenience Stores, 10701 West Belfort, Suite 115, Houston, TX 

77099, was present at the meeting.  Mr. Dhanani informed the City Council that he has 
intentions of purchasing this property and would like to fully repair the structure.   He stated 
that he is a developer and preforms this type of work on twenty (20) to twenty five (25) sites a 
year in the Houston area.  Mr. Dhanani asked the City Council to allow him to have until the first 
of January 2015 to provide the City with site plans and architectural drawings.  Mr. Dhanani 
noted that in addition to fully repairing the structure, he plans to have a new parking lot and will 
be putting in new tanks.  Mr. Dhanani further noted that once the repairs to the property are 
completed, he will continue to own the land but will lease the store.   Mr. Dhanani informed the 
City Council that he would not sign the contract to purchase this property until he received a 
building permit from the City and knows that he has the City’s permission to move forward with 
his plans for the property.   

 
 Faroog Adata, 5011 Monroe, Groves, Texas 77619, was also present at the meeting.  Mr. Adata 

informed the City Council that he is the current owner of the property.  Councilmember 
Davenport asked Mr. Adata if the sale of the property falls through what is his backup plan.  Mr. 
Adata informed the City Council that this is the only plan he has for this property at this time.  

  
2026 14TH STREET 

 
The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Larry Reynolds, Assistant Public Works 
Director/Building Official, and supporting documentation regarding the condition of 2026 14th 
Street.  Larry Reynolds was present at the City Council meeting. 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that the original structure on this property was 
damaged by a fire two (2) years ago.  He noted that Ms. Lynch had encountered some issues 
with her initial contractor while trying to rebuild on the property.  The City Manager informed 
the City Council that staff met with Ms. Lynch last week and informed Ms. Lynch that due to 
code requirements, the City is unable to allow a structure to stay incomplete for this long of a 
period of time.   
 
Angela Lynch, daughter of Ruth Lynch, 135 6th Avenue, Nederland, TX 77627, was present at the 
meeting.  Ms. Lynch informed the City Council that her mother has experienced difficulties with 
contractors previously and is now experiencing difficulties with the insurance company.  She 
stated that her mother has been a resident of the City for more than forty (40) years and asked 
the City Council to take that into consideration.  She informed the City Council that she has been 
working on cleaning up the property and has intentions of clearing the lot.  Ms. Lynch asked for 
the City Council to allow her until March to have the lot cleared.  
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 - RECONVENE THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
Mayor Johnson reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:47 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO 9 - APPROVAL OF REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION OF THE 
STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 1901/1909 PORT NECHES AVENUE 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that they have three options: (1), allow the 
buildings to remain as is; (2), order demolition and establish a time period for completion of the 
removal not to exceed ninety days, which, if not completed, will authorize the City to demolish 
the structure; or (3), order rehabilitation/repairs and establish a time period for completion of 
the work.  He noted that should the City Council approve rehabilitation or repairs and if such 
work is not completed with the specified time frame, it would then be necessary to reinitiate 
the entire demolition notification process; it would not be possible to simply order demolition at 
that time.  The City Manager also informed the City Council that typically, it appears that thirty 
days has been granted to previous property owners to comply with the decision of the City 
Council.   
 
Councilmember Davenport made a motion to postpone action until December 18, 2014, 
seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 - APPROVAL OF REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION OF 
THE STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 2026 14TH STREET 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that they have three options: (1), allow the 
buildings to remain as is; (2), order demolition and establish a time period for completion of the 
removal not to exceed ninety days, which, if not completed, will authorize the City to demolish 
the structure; or (3), order rehabilitation/repairs and establish a time period for completion of 
the work.  He noted that should the City Council approve rehabilitation or repairs and if such 
work is not completed with the specified time frame, it would then be necessary to reinitiate 
the entire demolition notification process; it would not be possible to simply order demolition at 
that time.  The City Manager also informed the City Council that typically, it appears that thirty 
days has been granted to previous property owners to comply with the decision of the City 
Council.   
 
Councilmember Davenport made a motion to allow 2026 14th Street ninety (90) days to comply 
with the demolition order, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 - APPROVAL OF THE FINAL PAYMENT TO MCINNIS CONSTRUCTION, APPROVAL 
OF CHANGE ORDERS, RELEASE OF RETAINAGE, AND ACCEPTANCE OF THE FIRE STATION/EOC PROJECT 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that the City received the close out documents for 
the Fire Station/EOC project today.  The City Manager stated that McInnis Construction’s 
original bid was $2,714,700.00 to construct the Fire Station/EOC.  The City Manager noted that 
the final contract amount is $2,694,294.47.  The City Manager informed the City Council that 
there is a change order in the amount of $20,405.53 that has been submitted with the close out 
of the project.  He stated that staff has recommended that the City Council approve Change 
Order No. 19, final payment, release of retainage, and acceptance of the Fire Station/EOC 
Project. 
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Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve Change Order No. 19 and final payment in 
the amount of $467,048.30 to McInnis Construction, release of retainage, and acceptance of the 
Fire Station/EOC Project, seconded by Councilmember Davenport.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 - APPROVAL OF THE TAX OFFICE MONTHLY COLLECTION REPORT AND REFUNDS 
 
The City Council was provided with the monthly tax collection report from the County for 
October 2014: 

 
Current Collections: $122,683.64 

Delinquent Collections: $6,185.71 

Regular & Supplemental Refunds: $0.00 

Penalty & Interest: $2,010.45 

                                                       Total: $130,879.80 

 
Current Collections YTD: 2.07% 
Current Collections YTD Last Year: 0.21% 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the report as submitted by the County for 
October 2014, seconded by Councilmember Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 13 AND 14 – EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RECONVENE 
 
 The City Manager requested this item on the agenda be postponed at this time. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to postpone this item, seconded by Councilmember 
Gauthier.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 15 – ADJOURN 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 5:18 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary   


